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Re item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

The combination of tiie features of independent claim 1 is neither l<nown from, nor 
rendered obvious by the available prior art (Article 33 (1) - (3) PCT). The reasons are as 
follows: none of the documents cited in the search report suggest how to solve the 
problem of how to control usage of metadata in combination with a content in a flexible 
manner in order to eg. control type of usage depending on the "sensitivity" of the 
content. 

Independent claims 43, 44 and 46 are the corresponding respective receiving 
apparatus, transmitting apparatus and computer program product to the method of 
claim 1 and are therefore new and inventive (Article 33 (1) - (3) PCT) for the same 
reasons as above. 

Claims 4-15, 22-42 are dependent on claim 1 and claim 45 is dependent on claim 43 
and as such also meet the requirements of the PCT with respect to novelty and 
Inventive step (Article 33 (1) - (3) PCT). 
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CLAIMS 



1. (Amended) A method for judging use permission of 
information used by one or more terminal apparatuses wliicli use 
content provided by a content provider and metadata wliich is data 
provided by a metadata provider and supplementing the content, 
the method comprising: 

judging use permission of the metadata based on usage 
control information regarding use control of the metadata; and 

using the metadata In the case where it is judged that the use 
of the metadata Is permitted in said judging, 

wherein the usage control Information includes first signer 
identification information Identifying a range of a provider of 
metadata that can be used, 

a signature of the metadata provider is included In the 

metadata, 

second signer identification information Is Included In a public 
Icey certificate used for verifying the signature of the metadata, the 
second signer identification information identifying at least one of 
the signer of the metadata and the signer of the public key 
certificate, 

in said judging, it Is judged whether the metadata use Is 
permitted based on the metadata provider identified In the first 
signer identification information, the second signer Identification 
information, and the signature verification using the public key 
certificate, and 

the first signer Identification information Includes Information 
Identifying at least one of (1) the signer of the metadata, (11) the 
signer of the public key certificate used for the signature verification 
of the metadata and (ill) no limit. 

2. (Cancelled) 
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3. (Cancelled) 

4. (Amended) The method for judging use permission of 
information according to Claim 1, 

5 wherein the one or more terminal apparatuses hold the public 

Icey certificate used for the signature verification of the metadata 
signer, and 

in said judging, it is judged that the use of the metadata is 
permitted in the case where (i) the signature verification of the 
10 metadata is successful using the public l<ey certificate held by the 
one or more terminal apparatuses, and (ii) the subject of the public 
Icey certificate corresponds with the identification of the first signer 
identification information. * 

15 5. (Amended) The method for judging use permission of 

information according to Claim 1, 

wherein the one or more terminal apparatuses previously hold 

third signer identification information uniquely identifying the 

second signer identification information, and 
20 In said judging, it is judged that the use of the metadata is 

permitted in the case where the third signer identification 

information corresponds with the second signer Identification 

information. 

25 6. (Amended) The method for judging use permission of 
information according to Claim 1, 

wherein the content includes third signer identification 
information uniquely identifying the second signer identification 
information, and 

30 In said judging. It Is judged that the use of the metadata is 

permitted in the case where the third signer identification 
information corresponds with the second signer identification 
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information. 

7. (Amended) The method for judging use permission of 
information according to Claim 1, 

5 wherein the metadata is encrypted, 

the one or more terminal apparatuses include an encryption 
l<ey for decrypting the metadata, and hold a second license for using 
the metadata, 

third signer identification Information Is included In the 
10 second license, the third signer identification information uniquely 
identifying the second signer identification information, and 

in said Judging, the use of the metadata is permitted in the 
case where third signer identification information corresponds with 
the second signer identification information, the third signer 
15 identification information uniquely identifying the second signer 
identification information included in the second license. 

8. (Amended) The method for judging use permission of 
information according to Claim 1, 

20 wherein the first signer identification information includes 

third signer identification Information uniquely identifying the 
second signer identification information. 

9. (Amended) The method for judging use permission of 
25 information according to Claim 1, 

wherein user identification Information is included in user 
metadata, generated by a user in the one or more terminal 
apparatuses. 

30 10. The method for judging use permission of information 
according to Clalnni 9, 

wherein for the user metadata, a digital signature Is omitted, 
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and 

In said judging, verification of the signature is omitted. 

11. (Amended) The method for judging use permission of 
5 information according to Claim 9, 

wherein the user metadata is at least partially encrypted. 

12. (Amended) The method for judging use permission of 
information according to Claim 11, 

10 wherein the one or more terminal apparatuses hold secret 

information common to the one or more terminal apparatuses 
owned by the user, and 

the secret information decrypts the user metadata. 



15 13. (Amended) The method for judging use permission of 
information according to Claim 1, 

wherein the content is encrypted, 

the one or more terminal apparatuses include an encryption 
Icey for decrypting the content, and hold a first license for using the 
20 content, and 

the first signer identification Information is included In the 
first license. 

14. (Amended) The method for judging use permission of 
25 information according to Claim 1, 

wherein the content is encrypted, and 

the first signer Identification information is included in the 
encrypted content. 



30 15. (Amended) The method for judging use permission of 
information according to Claim 1, 

wherein the metadata is encrypted, and 
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the first signer identification information includes an 
encryption key for decrypting the encrypted metadata, and is 
included in a second license for using the metadata. 

5 16. (Cancelled) 

17. (Cancelled) 

18. (Cancelled) 

10 

19. (Cancelled) 

20. (Cancelled) 
15 21. (Cancelled) 

22. (Amended) The method for judging use permission of 
information according to Claim 1, 

wherein the usage control Information includes revision 
20 permission information indicating revision permission of meta data, 
and 

said method forjudging use permission of information further 
includes judging revision permission of metadata based on the 
revision permission information. 

26 

23. (Amended) The method for judging use permission of 
Information according to Claim 22, 

wherein the revision permission information Is information 
identifying whether revision can be permitted or not. 

30 

24. The method for judging use permission of information 
according to Claim 22, 

- 40 



AlWIENDED SHEET 



.04-2005 



JP0414996 



wherein the revision permission information is identification 
information which uniquely identifies the metadata. 

25. (Amended) The method for judging use permission of 
5 information according to Claim 23, 

wherein the revision permission information is identification 
information which identifies the provider of the metadata which can 
be revised, using the first signer identification information. 

10 26. The method for judging use permission of information 
according to Claim 22, 

wherein the revision permission information is either of 
terminal Identification Information which uniquely identifies the one 
or more terminal apparatuses and user identification information 

16 which uniquely identifies a user who uses the terminal apparatuses. 

27. The method for judging use permission of Information 
according to Claim 22, 

wherein the content is encrypted, 
20 the one or more terminal apparatuses include an encryption 

Icey for decrypting the content, and hold a first license for using the 
content, and 

the revision permission information is included in the first 
license. 

25 

28. The method for judging use permission of information 
according to Claim 22, 

wherein the content is encrypted, 

the one or more terminal apparatuses include an encryption 
30 key for decrypting the content, and hold a first license for using the 
content, and 

the revision permission information is included in the content. 
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29. The method for judging use permission of information 
according to Claim 22, 

wherein the metadata is encrypted, 

the one or more terminal apparatuses include an encryption 
5 Icey for decrypting the metadata, and hold a second license for using 
the metadata, and 

the revision permission information is included in the second 

license. 

10 30. The method for judging use permission of information 
according to Claim 22, 

wherein the revision permission information is included in the 

metadata. 

15 31. The method for judging use permission of information 

according to Claim 1, 

wherein the usage control information includes control 

permission Information indicating use permission of user metadata 

generated by a user in the one or more terminal apparatuses, and 
20 in said judging, metadata use permission is judged based on 

the control permission Information. 

32. The method for judging use permission of information 
according to Claim 31, 

25 wherein the content is encrypted, 

the one or more terminal apparatuses include an encryption 
key for decrypting the content, and hold a first license for using the 
content, and 

the control permission information is included In the first 
30 license. 

33. The method for judging use permission of information 
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according to Claim 31, 

wherein the content is encrypted, 

the one or more terminal apparatuses include an encryption 
key for decrypting the content, and hold a first license for using the 

6 content, and 

the control permission information is included In the content. 

34. The method for judging use permission of information 

according to Claim 1, 
iQ wherein the usage control Information includes moving range 

specifying information which specifies moving range of user 
metadata generated by a user in the one or more terminal 

apparatuses, and 

in said judging, metadata use permission is judged based on 
15 the moving range specifying information. 

35. The method for judging use permission of information 
according to Claim 34, 

wherein in the case where the moving range specifying 
20 information Indicates unlimited moving range, the metadata 
includes user identification Information indicating that the metadata 
is user metadata generated in the one or more terminal apparatuses 
by a user, 

for the user metadata a digital signature is omitted, and 
25 In said judging, in the case where the user Identification 

Information is included, verification of the signature is omitted. 

36. (Amended) The method for judging use permission of 
Information according to Claim 34, 

30 wherein at least a part of the user metadata generated by the 

user in the one or more terminal apparatuses is encrypted using an 
encryption key common to the one or more terminal apparatuses 
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owned by the user, and 

in said metadata use permission judging, in the case where 
the moving range specifying Information Indicates that the moving 
range is limited to the one or more terminal apparatuses owned by 
5 the user, it is judged that the use of the user metadata Is permitted 
in one or more terminal apparatuses which can decrypt the user 
metadata. 

37. (Amended) The method for judging use permission of 
10 Information according to Claim 36, 

wherein the encryption key common to the one or more 
terminal apparatuses Is secret Information common to the one or 
more terminal apparatuses owned by the user, and 

for the user metadata, at least a part of the user metadata Is 
16 encrypted using the secret information. 

38. (Amended) The method for judging use permission of 
information according to Claim 34, 

wherein the user metadata is assigned with a digital signature 
20 of the one or more terminal apparatuses which have generated the 
user metadata, and 

In said metadata use permission judging, the one or more 
terminal apparatuses which have generated the user metadata are 
Identified. 

26 

39. The method for judging use permission of Information 
according to Claim 34, 

wherein the content Is encrypted, 

the one or more terminal apparatuses include an encryption 
30 key for decrypting the content, and hold a first license for using the 
content, and 

the moving range specifying Information is Included in the 
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40. Tlie method for judging use permission of information 
according to Claim 34, 

wherein the content Is encrypted, 

the one or more terminal apparatuses Include an encryption 
Icey for decrypting the content, and hold a first license for using the 
content, and 

the moving range specifying Information is included in the 
content. 

41. The method for judging use permission of information 
according to Claim 34, 

wherein the metadata is encrypted, 

the one or more terminal apparatuses Include an encryption 
key for decrypting the metadata, and hold a second license for using 
the metadata, and 

the revision permission Information Is Included in the second 

license. 

42. The method for judging use permission of Information 
according to Claim 34, 

wherein the metadata is encrypted, 

the one or more terminal apparatuses Include an encryption 
key for decrypting the metadata, and hold a second license for using 

the metadata, and 

the revision permission information Is included in the 

metadata. 

43. (Amended) One or more terminal apparatuses which use 
content provided by a content provider and metadata which Is data 
provided by a metadata provider and supplementing the content, 
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the apparatus comprising: 

metadata use permission judging unit operable to judge use 
permission of the metadata based on usage control Information 
regarding use control of the metadata; and 
6 use unit operable to use the metadata in the case where in 

said metadata use permission judging unit, the use of the metadata 
is permitted, 

wherein the usage control information includes first signer 
identification Information identifying a range of a provider of 
10 metadata that can be used, 

a signature of the metadata provider is included In the 

metadata, 

second signer Identification information Is included in a public 
key certificate used for verifying the signature of the metadata, the 
15 second signer Identification Information Identifying at least one of 
the signer of the metadata and . the signer of the public key 
certificate, 

in said judging. It is judged whether the metadata use Is 
permitted based on the metadata provider identified in the first 
20 signer Identification Information, the second signer Identification 
information, and the signature verification using the public key 
certificate, and 

the first signer identification Information Includes Information 
identifying at least one of (i) the signer of the metadata, (11) the 
25 signer of the public key certificate used for the signature verification 
of the metadata and (ill) no limit. 

44. (Amended) A transmitting apparatus which transmits, to one 
or more terminal apparatuses, content provided by a content 
30 provider and metadata which Is data, provided by a metadata 
provider, supplementing the content, based on a request, the 
apparatus comprising 



- 46 



AMENDED SHEET 



JP0414996 

•4-2005 . . . • 



a means to transmit usage control Information regarding use 
control of the metadata so as to have the one or more terminal 
apparatuses judge use permission of the metadata, 

wherein the usage control Information Includes first signer 
5 identification information identifying a range of a provider of 
metadata that can be used, 

a signature of the metadata provider Is Included In the 

metadata, 

second signer Identification Information Is Included in a public 
10 key certificate used for verifying the signature of the metadata, 
second signer identification Information identifying at least one of 
the signer of the metadata and the signer of the public key 
certificate, 

in said judging. It is judged whether the metadata use Is 
15 permitted based on the metadata provider Identified In the first 
signer Identification Information, the second signer identification 
information, and the signature verification using the public key 
certificate, and 

the first signer identification Information Includes Information 
20 Identifying at least one of (i) the signer of the metadata, (li) the 
signer of the public key certificate used for the signature verification 
of the metadata and (III) no limit. 

45. (Amended) A content distribution system comprising 

25 the one or more terminal apparatuses according to Claim 43 

and the transmitting apparatus according to Claim 44. 

46. (Amended) A program for judging use permission of 
Information on one or more terminal apparatuses which use content 

30 provided by a content provider and metadata which Is data provided 
by a metadata provider and supplementing the content, the program 
causing a computer to execute the following: 
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judging use permission of tlie metadata based on usage 
control information regarding use control of the metadata; and 

using the metadata in the case where in said metadata use 
permission judging, the use of the metadata is permitted, 

wherein the usage control information includes first signer 
identification information identifying a range of a provider of 
metadata that can be used, 

a signature of the metadata provider is included in the 
metadata, 

second signer identification information is included in a public 
key certificate used for verifying the signature of the metadata, the 
second 'signer identification information identifying at least one of 
the signer of the metadata and the signer of the public key 
certificate, 

in said Judging, it is judged whether the metadata use Is 
permitted based on the metadata provider identified In the first 
signer identification information, the second signer identification 
information, and the signature verification using the public key 
certificate, and 

the first signer identification Information includes information 
identifying at least one of (1) the signer of the metadata, (ii) the 
signer of the public key certificate used for the signature verification 
of the metadata and (iii) no limit. 
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